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Amendments to the Claims: 

1. (Currently Amended) In a distributed computing environment, a method for 
transmitting a message from a first e-business entity to selected ones of a plurality of second 
e-business entities, comprising: 

providing a registry service including a plurality of service interfaces; 

registering a plurality of second e-business entities with the service interfaces by 

subscriptions that include information regarding the respective second e-business 
entities subscr i b i ng to a s e rv i c e int e rfac e by th e c e rt ai n on e s of a f i rst plura l ity of ebus i n e ss 
e nt i t ie s op e rat i ng on a plura l ity of e nt e rpr i s e computer syst e m protoco l s, wh e r ei n th e s e rv i c e 
int e rfac e conta i ns a l ist of s e cond p l ura l ity of e- busin e ss e nt i ti e s and wh e r e in a subscr i pt i on 
i s cr e at e d wh i ch is in commun i cat i on w i th a brok e r via a gu e ry manag e r int e rfac e; 

receiving a message from a first e-business entity at the registry service pub li sh i ng 
th e m e ssag e to th e brok e r by th e f i rst e nt i ty, th e brok e r b e ing i n commun i cat i on w i th the 
s e rvic e i nt e rfac e via th e gu e ry manag e r i nt e rfac e; 

guerying the service interfaces and accessing one of the service interfaces based on 
content of the message; 

guerying the accessed service interface and multicasting the message to at least one 

of the second e-business entities registered with the accessed service interface based on 
the information included in the respective subscriptions d e t e rmin i ng th e s e l e ct e d on e s of th e 
fir s t p l ura li ty of e- bus i n e ss e ntiti e s to r e c ei v e th e m e ssag e by th e brok e r; 
mult i cast i ng th e m e ssag e to th e s e l e ct e d on e s of th e plura li ty of e- bus i n e ss e nt i ti e s bas e d 
upon th e d e t e rm i n i ng by th e brok e r, such that th e f i rst e ntity i s not r e qu i r e d to know any one 
of the p l ura l ity of e nt e rpris e comput e r syst e m protoco l s; 

r e c ei ving th e m e ssag e through a mu l t i cast protoco l at e ach of th e s ele ct e d on e s of 

th e p l ural i ty of e- bus i n e ss e nt i ti e s; 

r e v ie wing th e m e ss a g e a t e ach of th e s ele ct e d on e s of th e p l ura li ty of e- bus i n e ss 

e nt i t i es 

d e t e rmining i f a r e spons e to th e m e ssag e i s to b e g e n e rat e d at e ach of th e s ele ct e d 

on es of th e p l ur ali ty of e- bu si n e ss e nt i t ies ba se d upon th e r e v ie w i ng; 

publ i shing th e r e spons e to th e s e rv i c e i nt e rfac e bas e d upon th e d e t e rm i ning; 

pub li sh i ng the respons e to th e brok e r by th e s e rvice i nterface; and 

pub l ish i ng th e r e spons e to th e first e- bus i n e ss e nt i ty by th e brok e r . 

2. (Currently Amended) A method as recited in claim 1 , further comprising: 
setting an expiration time for the publ i sh e d message aft e r r e c ei ving th e pub l ish e d 

m e ssag e received f rom the first e-business entity; 
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if it is determined that none of the plurality of second e-business entities is to receive 
the message; 

then until the expiration time lapses, retaining the publish e d message at the registry 
service i n th e brok e r ; 

determining if an appropriate one of the plurality of second e-business entities has 
subsequently subscribed to the accessed one of the service i nterfac e interfaces so as to be 
identified to receive the message and multicasting the message to the appropriate one of the 
plurality of second e-business entities ; and 

purging the message when the expiration period lapses. 

3. (Cancelled) 

4. (Cancelled) 

5. (Currently Amended) A method as recited in c l aim 1 claim 2 . wherein the 
expiration time for the message is set after the message is received at the registry 
service r e spond i ng on e s of the p l ur ali ty of e- business e ntiti e s ar e e ach a nonymous to th e first 
e- busin e ss e ntity . 

6. (Currently Amended) A method as recited in claim 1, further comprising: 

receiving the message at the at least one of the second e-business entities 

registered with the accessed service interface; 

generating a response to the message at the at least one of the second e-business 

entities registered with the accessed service interface; and 

publishing the response directly to the first e-business entity bas e d upon th e 

d e t e rm i n i ng . 

7. (Original) A method as recited in claim 6, wherein the responding ones of the 
plurality of e-business entities are each known to the first e-business entity. 

8. (Cancelled) 

9. (Cancelled) 

10. (Original) A method as recited in claim 1 , wherein the message is a request 
for a quote (FRQ). 
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1 1 . (Original) A method as recited in claim 1 , wherein the response is a quote. 

12. (Currently Amended) A method as recited in claim 1 , wherein the first e^ 
business entity is included in a first enterprise computer system and wherein the at least one 
of the second r e spond i ng e-business entities registered with the accessed service interface is 
included in a second enterprise computing system. 

13. (Original) A method as recited in claim 12, wherein the first and the second 
enterprise computing systems are different enterprise computing systems. 

14. (Original) A method as recited in claim 12, wherein the first enterprise 
computing systems is an ebXML based enterprise computing system. 

15. (Original) A method as recited in claim 12, wherein the second enterprise 
computing systems is an ebXML based enterprise computing system. 

16. (Currently Amended) In a distributed computing environment, a system for 
transmitting a message from a first e-business entity to selected ones of a plurality of second 
e-business ebus i n e ss entities, comprising: 

a registry service configured to receive a message from a first e-business entity, the 
registry service including: 

a plurality of service i nt e rfac e interfaces, each service interface being configured to 

identify a plurality of second e-business entities each registered with the respective service 
interface by a subscription that includes information regarding the respective second e- 
business entitv coup le d to th e plurality of e- bus i n e ss e ntit ie s e ach of which subscrib e s to th e 
s e rv i c e i nt e rfac e by provid i ng i nformation sp e c i f i c to e ach of th e p l ura li ty of e- bus i n e ss 
ent i t ie s subscr i b i ng to th e s e rvic e i nt e rfac e , wh e r e in the servic e int e rfac e i nformat i on is 
assoc i at e d with a li st of subscrib i ng e - bus i n e ss e ntit ie s and associat e d subscr i b i ng e- 
bus i n e ss i nformation and e ach of th e plura li ty of e bus i n e ss ent i t ie s op e rating on at le ast on e 
of a p l ural i ty of e nt e rpr i s e comput e r syst e m protoco l s ; 

a broke r with acc e ss to a s e rvic e int e rfac e wh e r ei n th e m e ssag e i s pub l ish e d to th e 
brok e r by tho f i rst e - business e nt i ty which in turn l ooks up s e rv i c e i nt e rfac e d e scr i pt i on as 
wo ll as subscr i pt i ons assoc i at e d w i th sa i d s e rv i c e i nt e rfac e , and where i n th e serv i co 
i nt e rfac e mu l t i casts th e m e s s ag e to th e s ele ct e d on e s of th e p l ura li ty of e bus i n e ss e nt i ti e s 
bas e d upon th e i nformation sp e c i f i c to e ach of th e p l ura l ity of e bus i n e ss e nt i t ie s subscr i b i ng 
to th e s e rv i c e int e rfac e , and wh e r e in th e f i rst e nt i ty is not r e qu i r e d to know any on e of th e 
p l ura li ty of e nt e rpr i s e comput e r syst e m protocols; 
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wh e r e in when the m e ssag e i s r e c e iv e d at oach of the s ele ct e d on e s of th e p l ura li ty of 

e- bus i n e ss e nt i t ie s the messag e i s r e v ie w e d at e ach of tho s ele ct e d on e s of the p l ura l ity of 
e- bus i n es s e nt i ti e s and, bas e d upon th e r e v ie w, a d e t e rmination i s mad e wh e th e r or not a 
r e spons e to th e m e ssag e i s to b e g e n e rat e d a t e ach of th e s ele ct e d on e s of th e p l ura li ty of 
e- bus i n e ss e nt i ti e s, and where i n bas e d upon th e d o tormining, the respons e i s pub li shed to 
th e s e rvic e int e rfac e , wh e r e in th e s e rvice i nterfac e pub li sh e s th e r e spons e to th e brok e r, and 
wh e r e in th e brok e r pub li sh e s th e r e spons e to th e f i r s t e bus i n e ss e nt i ty ; and 

a query manager interface configured to allow that e nab le s communicat i on b e tw ee n 

the broker to query ITandll the service i nt e rfac e interfaces and e n a b le s communicat i on 
betw ee n th e brok e r and a p l ura li ty of subscript i ons to th e int e rfac e s the subscriptions, 

wherein the broker is configured to query the service interfaces in response to the 

message, to access one of the service interfaces based on content of the message, and to 
cause the registry service to multicast the message to the second e-business entities 
registered with the accessed service interface based on the information included in the 
respective subscriptions . 

17. (Cancelled) 

18. (Cancelled) 

19. (Original) A system as recited in claim 16, wherein the message is a request 
for a quote (RFQ). 

20. (Original) A system as recited in claim 16, wherein the response is a quote. 

21 . (Currently Amended) A system as recited in claim 16, wherein the registry 
service is configured to set an expiration time for the message the message is retained m 
th e brok e r at the registry service until a message expiration period lapses. 

22. (Currently Amended) A method comprising: 

making available a plurality of subscription services through a plurality of subscription 
interfaces in a distributed computing environment; 

arranging for e-business entities oach operat i ng on at l e ast on e of a p l ura li ty of 
e nt e rpr ise comput e r syst e m protoco l s to selectively subscribe to one or more of the 
subscription services through the subscription respective service interfaces r e sp e ctiv el y , 
wherein [[a]] each service interface contains a l ist o f includes information regarding the 
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respective e-business entities and wher e in a subscript i on is creat e d wh i ch i s in 
commun i cat i on w i th a brok e r v i a a qu e ry manag e r i nt e rfac e; 

arranging to receive a message as s ociat e d w i th a s ele ct e d on e of th e plura li ty of 
subscr i pt i on s e rv i c e s from a first entity; 

determining at least one of the subscription services to associate with the message 
based on content of brok e ring at a brok e r the message [[by]] and ascertaining the e- 
business entities that have subscribed to the at least one subscription service associated 
with the message th e brok e r b ei ng in commun i cation w i th th e s e rv i c e i nt e rfac e v i a th e qu e ry 
manag e r int e rf a c e ; ; and 

multicasting the message to at least one of the ascertained e-business entities that 
hav e subscr i bed to the subscription assoc i ated w i th the m e ssag e , wh e r e by th e f i rst e nt i ty is 
not r e qu i r e d to know any on e of th e plura li ty of e nt e rpris e comput e r syst e m protoco l s; 

arrang i ng for e ach of th e s ele ct e d e- bus i n e ss e ntiti e s to r e c e iv e th e m e ssag e ; 

arrang i ng for e ach of the s ele ct e d e- businoss entit ie s to r e vi e w th e m e ssag e ; and 

arrang i ng for e ach of the s ele ct e d e- businoss ent i t i es to d e t e rm i n e i f r e spons e to th e 

m es s a g e ar e to b e g e n e rat e d r e sp e ctiv el y; 

arranging for e ach of th e e- busin e ss e nt i t ie s that d e t e rmin e d i f a r e spons e i s to b e 

g e n e rat e d to pub l ish th e r e spons e s to th e s e rv i c e int e rfac e ; 

pub li sh i ng tho responses to th e brok e r by the s e rv i c e i nt e rfac e ; and 

arranging for th e brok e r to publish the r e spons e to tho f i rst e nt i t v based on the 

information included in the at least one subscription service associated with the message . 

23. (Currently Amended) The method of c l a i m a 22, wh e r ei n arranging to r e c e iv e 
th e m e ssag e furth e r compris e s claim 22, further comprising : 

retaining the message for a prodet e rmin e d set period of time after receiving the 
message from the first entity; 

determining if an appropriate one of the plurality of e-business entities has 
subscribed to the associat e d ono of th e plural i ty of at least one subscription s e rvic e s service 
associated with the message during the prodet e rm i n e d set period of time and s e nd i ng 
multicasting the message to the appropriate one of the plurality of e-business subscr i b e rs 
entities that subscribed during the prodetermin e d set period of time; and 

purging the message at the broker after the prodotormin e d set period of time. 

24. (Cancelled) 

25. (Cancelled) 
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26. (Cancelled) 

27. (Cancelled) 

28. (Previously Presented) The method as recited in claim 22, wherein the 
message is a request for a quote (RFQ). 

29. (Previously Presented) The method as recited in claim 22, wherein the 
responses are quotes. 

30. (Previously Presented) The method as recited in claim 22, wherein the first 
entity is included in a first enterprise computer system and wherein at least one of the 
responding e-business entities is included in a second enterprise computing system. 

31 . (Currently Amended) The method as recited in cl ai m 22 claim 30 , wherein the 
first and the second enterprise computing systems are different enterprise computing 
systems. 

32. (Currently Amended) The method as recited in c la im 22 claim 30 , wherein the 
first enterprise computing system is an ebXML based enterprise computing system. 

33. (Currently Amended) The method as recited in c l aim 22 claim 30 , wherein the 
second enterprise computing system is an ebXML based enterprise computing system. 

34. (New) The method as recited in claim 22, further comprising: 
arranging to receive the message at the at least one of the second e-business 

entities registered with the accessed service interface; 

arranging to generate a response to the message at the at least one of the second e- 
business entities registered with the accessed service interface; and 

arranging for the response to be published directly to the first e-business entity. 
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